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At Nova, We Do The Right Thing! 

Principal’s Message 

Guidance Staff: 
Ms. Herlande Prospere, 9th Grade School Counselor 
Ms. Yahshae Mainer, 10th Grade School Counselor 
Ms. Corlene Knowles, Director and 11th Grade School                    
          Counselor 
Ms. Ashlande Smith, 11th Grade School Counselor 
Ms. Jasmine Quander-Smith, 12th Grade School Counselor 
Ms. Pam Kirtman, BRACE Advisor 
Ms. Kristina Patino, Cambridge Coordinator 
Ms. Alicia Calloo, ESE Specialist 

Hello Titan Families, 

Thank you for an OUTSTANDING first quarter Nova Titans. 

Our teachers and students have been working hard as evidenced by classroom observations and 
testing requirements.  Additionally, our team honored students by recognizing their positive ac-
tions with Kids of Character awards, service learning projects, and leadership activities.  This 
great start is the key ingredient to a successful school year both academically and socially. 

As a reminder, parents are invited to all SAC and SAF meetings and are encouraged to remain 
involved!  We recommend that parents should check their child’s Pinnacle regularly, and request 
parent–teacher conferences when needed.  Students who participated in our Progress Monitoring 1 
(PM1) received letters to take home. This initial score will be compared to Progress Monitoring 2 
(PM2) in January.  

Let’s keep up the great work Titans!!!! 

Happy Holidays! 

Your principal,   

Ms. Awofadeju 

 

 



Vol. 1 No.2 2022/23 NOVA NEWS Page 2 

 

 
 

On Thursday, November 3, 2022, the Nova High School Football Stadium was renamed in 
honor of Dr. John R. LaCasse, Principal of Nova High School (2000-2019) 

 

J.R. LaCasse Stadium 

 
A special thank you to the School Board of Broward County, Broward County Athletic As-
sociation, Principal, Olayemi Awofadeju, former Athletic Director, Pat McQuaid, Athletic 

Director, Jason Hively, Assistant Principal, Christine Sexton and teacher Basma Andre and 
the committee for making this a very special event. 

STADIUM DEDICATION—DR. JOHN R. LACASSE 
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 Grade 11: Preparing for College by Ms. Gentile 

ree to Go! 

S.W.A.P. (Sisters with a Purpose) hosted the 1st Annual Breast Cancer  
Walk on Saturday, October 22nd.  

 

 

 

 

 

H O M E C O M I N G   W E E K 
Thank you Ms. McBean-McDonald and the Student Government Association 

 for a successful Homecoming Week! 
Hallway Decorating Contest  

1st Place—Class of 2023 
2nd Place—Class of 2025 
3rd Place—Class of 2024 
4th Place—Class of 2026 

Homecoming Queen/King:  Kataria Caze & Reginald “Reggie Haugabook 
Miss/Mr. Junior:  Nyla Wright & Kamaal Ajayi 

Miss/Mr. Sophomore:  Asia Goldsby & Dylan Loi 
Miss Freshman:  Tiarra Canno 

ALUMNI CONTRIBUTIONS 
Thank you to Nova High School Alumni, Mayor Felecia Brunson and Representative Anika Om-

phroy for being guest speakers for our S.W.A.P. mentoring program.  Go Titans!!! 
 

NOVA BASEBALL GIVES BACK 
Nova Titans Baseball hosted a fund raising event for Mariner High School Baseball Team on the West coast, 

along with Cypress Bay & Cardinal Gibbons.  They suffered tremendous damage during Hurricane Ian.  We are 
proud of our coaching staff, student-athletes and parents for giving back.   

 

TITAN ACTIVITIES 
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CLASS OF 2023 UPDATES—FINISH STRONG!!!!!!!!!! 

 
 Read your grade level Canvas page for important updates from Mrs. Quander-Smith, School Counselor and 

Mrs. Kirtman, BRACE Advisor 

 Senior Assembly (Cap & Gown Information) on Monday, November 14th @ 10am in the Auditorium.  An 
updated document with Senior Dates to Remember will be shared. 

 Senior FAFSA Parent Night on Tuesday, November 15th @ 5:30pm in T5 (Tech 1 Building. 

 Seniors who still need to complete their (40) mandatory service hours can sign up for on campus opportunities 
in the 12th grade office beginning Monday, 10/31/2022 

 All students must come to school on time and attend all day.  Students with attendance concerns will need to 
meet with the grade level team if there is a pattern of non-attendance.  

 If you have any concerns that we can assist you with please visit us in the 12th grade office. 

 Senior portraits must be done by January 21st with FoxMar. 
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SCHOOL COUNSELING CORNER 

Follow us on Instagram:  @TitanGuides 
 

 

 

 

 Our focus is on Social and Emotional Learning and we are currently at 89% completion with our student  
      survey. 
 The Kids of Character trait for the month of October was RESPONSIBLILITY.  Faculty and Staff selected the  
      following eleven amazing students to be recognized: 
                                                  Alexia Ardelean                                     Sophia Fermin 
                                                 Valentina Giraldo                         Emmanuel Gonzalez Hernandez 
                                                   Makaio Hanlan                                      Latrina Jackson 
                                                    Josue Latortue                                       Alana McBean      
                                                  Taylor Morancy                                      Leilani Richards 

Jordan Schneid 
 The students were awarded with a gift card and certificate.  Check our website to see who are kids of Character  
      will be for November and December. 
 1st Quarter grades are finalized and our department will be recognizing straight “A” students with the Princi-

pal’s Honor Roll and students on the A/B Honor Roll will receive a special treat in the cafeteria during lunch on 
      November 14th.  
 Our district Comprehensive Mental Health Mandate curriculum will be taught during study halls. 
 Senior Parent Night is scheduled for Tuesday, November 1st at 6:00pm in the Auditorium. 
 FAFSA Parent Night is scheduled for Tuesday, November 15th at 5:30pm in T5/T6 (Tech 1 Building) 
 Senior Counselor classroom visits will conclude shortly and Junior/Sophomore Counselor classroom visits  
      will begin in the upcoming week. 
 Special Group Counseling begins on November 9th as well as small workshops for student resilience. 
 If you would like to book an appointment to meet with your child’s grade level School Counselor, students 
      can visit their grade level Canvas page and select the bookings app and schedule a time during their study 
      hall.  Parents can reach out to the grade level secretary to set up an appointment as well.   
 
DISTRICT GUIDANCE NEWS 
 The College  Career Corner is our weekly podcast where we provide resources and action steps to help prepare 
      you for life after high school.  Scan the QR code for dates and topics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Discover Pre-apprenticeship Programs with Junior Achievement (November 2nd from 6-7pm) 
 FAFSA in Spanish will be available through BCPS (November 9th from 6-8pm) - flyer on grade level Canvas  
      page. 
 Success Strategies for immigrant students (November 16th from 6-7pm) 
 B2L Career Spotlight (November 30th from 6-7pm) 
 BCPS 2nd Annual Family Day:  Celebration of Diversity will be held on Sunday, November 13th at Reverend 
      Samuel Delevoe Park (2520 N.W. 6th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida from 1pm-4pm.   
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TOP TITANS 

Congratulations to Nova NJROTC Team 1 for finishing 4th at the Copper City HS NJROTC Brain Brawl.  Led 
by Junior Gabriel Fonarov along with Anna Richards, Jadon Fonarov, Gustavo Gambero and Carlos Upia beat 12 
teams to make it to the final round. Congratulations to Nova NJROTC Color Guard Team for placing 1st at Key 
West HS NJROTC Color Guard Competition this weekend.  Our Color Guard Team Commanded our Battalion 
Commander Isaac Cespedes along with Kimberly Zelaya, Lisette Mendoza, and Emmilly Estupinan beat 18 teams 
to win the competition. 

Congratulations to our Girls’ volleyball team, finishing as a Runner Up for the FHSAA District Championship. 

Congratulations Junior swimmer, Maya Sorunmu was a District Champion in the 200m Freestyle and finished 
2nd in the 100 Butterfly. 

Congratulations Senior cross-country runner, Elijah John, competed at the State Championship and took 53rd 
place with a personal best time of 16:54 for 3.1 miles.  We are so pro 

Congratulations to the Nova Marching Band on their performance at the 2022 FBA Assessment at Cypress Bay 
High. The Titan Sound received Superior Ratings in Visual, General Effect and Colorguard, as well as receiving 
Excellent Ratings in Music and Percussion, for an overall Excellent Rating.  Way to go Titans!  

Congratulations go out to our Titan Speech & Debate team who this past weekend competed at the 39th Annual 
Florida Blue Key Speech and Debate Tournament hosted by the University of Florida. This year Blue Key hosted 
nearly 900 students representing 92 schools from 18 different states. I am proud to announce that Nova High 
School had great success at this year's event. Here are the results:  In Congressional Debate, Juniors Miles Bloom-
field and Gabriel Fonarov advanced to the Semifinal round, and Senior Makai Henry advanced to the Final Round 
of competition!  And in Extemporaneous Speaking, Junior Mansi Arora advanced to the Quarterfinal round, while 
Junior Siddharth Sudhakar placed 4th overall! Congrats once again to all our amazing and talented students who 
competed and represented Nova in Gainesville. Way to go Titans! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
      
 
       
       

 TEACHER OF THE YEAR & SCHOOL RELATED EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    MR. RELYEA                                                 MRS. KELHI   
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Fall Sports Roundup 

GIRLS SOCCER 
• Head Coach: George Roumain (georges.roumain@browardschools.com) 
• 1st Home Game: 12/6 @ 5pm   
 
BOYS SOCCER 
• Head Coach:  Ronald Woodstock (ronald,woodstock@browardschools.com) 
• 1st Home Game:  11/10 @ 5pm 
 
COMPETITION CHEERLEADING 
• Head Coach:  Nakia Herrington (nakia.herrington@browardschools.com) 
• 1st Competition:  11/9 @ Western (6pm) 
 
GIRLS BASKETBALL 
• Head Coach:  Jason Hively (jason.hively@browardschools.com) 
• 1st Home Game:  11/15 @ 6:30pm 
 
BOYS BASKETBALL 
• Head Coach:  Luther Brooks (luther.brooks@browardschools.com) 
• 1st Game:  11/28 (JV @ 5pm/Varsity @ 7:30pm) 
 
WRESTING 
• Head Coach:  Fritzler Dorisca (fritzler.dorisca@browardschools.com) 
• 1st Home Match:  12/21 @ 5pm 
 

STUDENT ATHLETES OF THE MONTH 
Alexa Moore—Volleyball 
Vincent Bonner—Football 
Brianna Molyneaux—Golf 

Fabiola Saballos—Swimming 
Jaden Francois—Swimming 
Christian Perez—Swimming 

David Galindo—Bowling 
 

Athletic Director Jason Hively (jason.hively@browardschools.com) 754-323-1671.  
Visit www.browardschools.com/novahigh for the latest information regarding  

Nova High School Athletics. 
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BCPS HOSTS SUCCESS SATURDAYS TUTORING PROJECT 

11th & 12th grade students not on track for graduation. 
 

Students will have access to Canvas courses and will be engaged in whole group activities, as well as small group 
rotations.  Checkpoints will be completed along the way to ensure tutoring is effective.   
 

Focus 
 Algebra I and SAT/ACT Prep 
 Small Class Size 
 High school students with academic standings will be able to push into classroom to tutor/mentor for Commu-

nity Service Hours 
 Beginning in November 2022 
 Students hours:  9:30am-12:30pm 
 School sites by region 
 Transportation and food services will be provided 
 Students can register via Virtual Counselor—see your grade level Counselor if you need help 
 

Contact Ms. Knowles, Director of School Counseling, if you have any questions. 

School Advisory Council (SAC) / School Advisory Forum (SAF) 

Nova High School’s Advisory Council (SAC) addresses student achievement issues as well as the 
school improvement plan. SAC is open to parents, students, and community members. The School 
Advisory Forum (SAF) is open to all parents and guardians and provides important information 
impacting the quality of education your student receives in the Broward County Public Schools, 
such as: Standardized Testing (FSA, PSAT, SAT etc), Facilities Improvement (Construction and 
Maintenance), College Readiness and Selection, Curriculum and Instruction, Extracurricular Ac-
tivities, Guidance and Student Services, and State Funding for Education.   
 
 

SAC/SAF meetings begin jointly at 5:30 PM at Nova High School.   
 

Location:  Cafeteria 
 
 

Upcoming Meeting Dates:  
  November 28, December 19,  January 30, February 27, March 27, April 24, May 22 

    
 

If you have any concerns you would like addressed at an upcoming SAF meeting  
please send an email to:  

csexton@browardschools.com 
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Policies 
Attendance: 
According to Attendance Policy 5.5, an absence needs to be excused by parent/guardian within a 48 hour period of time for every student 
absence. Five excused/unexcused absences/tardies during a marking period are considered a "pattern of non-attendance" and a referral 
from the teacher will be administered. 
 

Signing Out: 
Students are not allowed to sign out during the last 30 minutes of the school day. 
 

Suspensions: 
SB Policy 5006 outlines all the violations that result in out-of-school suspension and expulsion and/or the consequences. You may view 
the complete suspension/expulsion policy and all School Board policies on the Web at: https://www.browardschools.com/Page/37754 
THE INTENT OF THIS POLICY IS TO PROVIDE FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF A SAFE, ORDERLY AND PEACEFUL EDUCA-
TIONAL ENVIRONMENT FOR ALL STUDENTS AND TO ALIGN WITH ZERO-TOLERANCE LEGISLATION AND STATUTO-
RY REQUIREMENTS. Suspended students are eligible to receive assignments and may earn credit and grades for make-up work during 
the suspension period. The make up work is due the day the students return from suspension. 
  

Substance Abuse: 
Possession or use of drugs, alcohol, and/or tobacco products, including unauthorized over-the-counter medications is prohibited. The sale 
or attempted sale of any of the previously mentioned items or possession of drug paraphernalia is prohibited.  Failure to abide by these 
policies will result in disciplinary action.   

ID Badges 
ID Badges must be worn by all staff and students while on campus or transportation.  It is also required for use in the school 
cafeteria. 
 

Supervision on campus 
Campus opens at 8:50am and at dismissal students are required to exit campus unless they are on campus for an approved 
activity.  Supervision at all extra-curricular events ends 30 minutes after the event is over.  Students should communicate 
with parents to ensure they are picked up in the front of the school in a timely manner. 
 

5 Official Tip Reporting Apps 

 Anonymous Tip Submission via www.Browardschools.com/Security Tips  
 Call the District Security Operations Center (DSOC) at 754-321-3500 (reporter can remain anonymous)  
 Email to SecurityTips@Browardschools.com (reporter can remain anonymous)  
 FortifyFL at www.GetFortifyFL.com -NO DOWNLOAD Required  
 Alyssa’s Alert:  SaferWatch—DOWNLOAD REQUIRED a free mobile app that can be used as a mobile duress alarm 

(available in the Apple Store or Google Play Store)  
 
 
 
      
  

Safety & Security 

Want up-to-date grades and attendance for your student?  
Go to Pinnacle Parent Viewer:   https://gb.browardschools.com/pinnacle/gradebook/ 
 

Student Login: 
Username is: Student ID Number@my.browardschools.com  
Password is: P followed by the student’s birthdate with slashes.....it is the same password students use to log into 
the school computers 

Example:  Username: 0601234567@my.browardschools.com                Password: P04/05/2001 

Pinnacle 

https://www.browardschools.com/Page/37754
mailto:06011117983@my.browardschools.com
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TIPS FOR SUCCESS (ATTENDANCE, DRESS CODE, STUDENT PARKING) 

 

Students are not permitted to leave class without their 
ID badge and authorized pass. 
 
Students should arrive to school by 9:20am daily to 
avoid progressive discipline for excessive tardies.  Ex-
cused and unexcused tardies indicate a pattern of non-
attendance and will be referred to the School Social 
Worker. 
 
Students who ride the bus should download the Nova 
bus app and use when applicable if the bus arrives to 
school late.  The bus app pass is used for the cafeteria 
and should be shown to teachers to excuse tardies. 
 
Students should arrive to all classes on time as hall 
sweeps will continue randomly.   

 
Students are expected to follow the SBBC dress code 
policy, which is enforced daily.  Trending issues are: 
 Head Coverings (Hats, Hoodies) 
 Ripped jeans that are inappropriate 
 Crop tops 
 ID badge (visible above the waist) 
 Inappropriate items displayed on clothing (drugs, 

sex, alcohol, violent images) 
 No earbuds or phones during class time. 
 One ear clear during hall changes 
 
Any student driving to campus MUST have a valid de-
cal and can only park in the designated parking spot for 
students.  See Ms. Kelhi for details in the 9th grade of-
fice. 

ACT TEST DATES 

   
   

 
 

SAT TEST DATES 

   

Test Date Regular Registration Deadline Late Registration Deadline 
Late Fee Applies 

September 10, 2022 August 5 August 19 

October 22, 2022 September 16 September 30 

December 10, 2022 November 4 November 11 

February 11, 2023 January 6 January 20 

April 15, 2023 March 10 March 24 

June 10, 2023 May 5 May 19 

July 15, 2023* June 16 June 23 

Test Date Registration Deadline Deadline for Changes, Regular Cancellation, and 
Late Registration 

8/27/2022 7/29/2022 8/16/2022 

10/1/2022 9/2/2022 9/20/2022 

11/5/2022 10/7/2022 10/25/2022 

12/3/2022 11/3/2022 11/22/2022 

3/11/2023 2/10/2023 2/28/2023 

5/6/2023 4/7/2023 4/25/2023 

6/3/2023 5/4/2023 5/23/2023 
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Additional Resources & Brace Information 
 

MATH TUTORING is every Tuesday and Thursday from 4:30pm-5:30pm in M1. 
 

Shout out to the parents and students from the class of 2023 for showing up to the Senior Night 
Event on Tuesday, November 1st.  Ms. Knowles, Ms. Quander-Smith and Ms. Kirtman had 

presentations for our senior parents and the turnout was incredible. 
 

Our next event is FAFSA Night on 11/15 @ 5:30pm 

Construction Update 

 

 

 

·  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

SMART Bond Construction Updates: 
 

Red=Not Started   Yellow=In Progress   Green=Completed 

 
Building 6 / Tech 1 - Culinary 

Building 5 / Upper/Lower MS - Security and Storage rooms 

Building 14 / English - Media Center 

Building 14  / English - Student Restrooms 

Building 15 / Music - Storage rooms 

Building 12 / Cafe, 13/ Math, 14, English Roofing 

Building 13 / Math - HVAC 
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USEFUL APPS & LINKS 

 

www.browardschools.com 

School Board website 

 

gb.browardschools.com/pinnacle/gradebook 

Pinnacle grade book and attendance viewer 

 

www.collegeboard.com 

SAT practice test questions, SAT registration dates/deadlines 

 

www.actstudent.org 

ACT test prep, scores, ACT registration dates/deadlines 

 

www.fafsa.ed.gov 

Federal financial aid application and financial aid info 

 

www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/bf/  

Bright Futures info 

 

www.broward.k12.fl.us/novahigh 

Nova High School website 

 

www.fastweb.com 

Scholarship search engine 

 

www.browardschools.com/departments/service-learning- 

 

www.floridashines.org 

Choices Planner, High School e-PEP, career and college info 

 

student-volunteer 

Service Hour Guidelines, Log Sheets, and Approval Forms 

 

www.handsonbroward.org 

Website for possible volunteer opportunities. 

 

www.pamelakirtman.wixsite.com/novabrace 

Nova BRACE Website 

 

At Nova, We Do The Right Thing! 


